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26th March 2010 
Mr J Nash

Director of Children’s Services

Dorset County Council

County Hall

Dorchester

Dorset.  DT1 1XJ

Dear John

PORTLAND ACADEMY – EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
I am writing to you on behalf of an angry and deeply unimpressed Governing Body to complain about the Expression of Interest which bears your signature.

The document contains a number of basic errors, namely:-

· Page 4 


KS2 Data is wrong.

· Page 7

St. George’s is listed as a Community school.  It is of course a Foundation school.

St. George’s is listed as catering for 5-11 age range.  It should be 4-11.

· Page 9

St. George’s is listed as receiving ‘Intensive Support’.  This is incorrect.  Indeed, St. George’s is currently giving intensive support to 3 other schools to improve their teaching and learning, one of which is on Portland.

· Page 10

St. George’s does not have a current in year deficit.  In fact we are on track to end the year with a surplus of around £65K.

This document is a shoddy piece of work which paints an unfortunate and inaccurate picture of this school.  Indeed, a cynical man might conclude that this is a deliberate attempt to put us in a bad light, or to embellish the case for change.

The sad fact is that in the rush to submit the Expression it was not checked and is now in the public domain.

The concept of 7 ‘Home Bases’ remains entirely unclear to us.  Indeed, Professor Heppell himself was unable to explain it when he visited to speak with governors and staff last October.  Since then I have asked fellow Headteachers on Portland to enlighten me but they are equally vague.  However, it seems that Dorset County Council are content to go along with Professor Heppell’s vision, which we cannot share.
I have spoken to Jackie Groves to express our concern, but as you have endorsed the document I felt you should be aware of our dismay.

Yours sincerely
Mr T Jameson
