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Dear parents

Are you aware of the Home Access Programme?  It is a government drive to help children in low income families have access to a computer and the internet at home to support their learning.

At parents evening next Tuesday and Wednesday Mrs Walbridge and I will be available in the large hall to share information and give advice and support on the Home Access programme.  Come along and have a chat, see if you’re eligible and if so, what the next steps are.  I have recently helped one parent who is delighted as she has just received her computer package!

If you are a low-income family and currently lack access you could get a grant for:

· A computer

· One year’s internet access

· Service, safety features and support.

To be eligible for a Home Access Grant, families must meet all of the criteria below:

1.  Are you a parent or guardian responsible for and living with a child:

· In years 3 to 9? (age 7-14)

· Who attends a state school in England full time?

· Who did not get a computer from Computers For Pupils or the Home Access programme in the past?

2.  Do you receive (or are eligible for) at least one of the following:

· Free School Meals for your child?

· Income Support?

· Income-based Job Seekers Allowance?

· Child Tax Credit, but not Working Tax Credit and have a household income of less than £16,040?

· Guaranteed Pension Credit?

· Income Related Employment Support Allowance?

· Support under Part IV of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999?

3.  If your child receives one of the following you may also qualify (without needing to satisfy list 2) for Assistive Technology Package 2:

· Statement of Special Educational Needs

· Disability Living Allowance

(If you do not have either of these, you can ask your School SENCO or LA representative to complete the Assistive Technology package 2 section of the application form.)

If you have answered Yes to all of section 1 and receive one of the benefits in Section 2 then please contact the Home Access Grant Helpline: 0333 200 1004 (Monday to Friday 8am–8pm, Saturday 9am–1pm) and ask for an application form. You will be given a basic eligibility check over the phone and if you’re eligible, you will be sent an application pack. It will tell you everything you need to know in order to fill out an application form.  It also includes a Freepost envelope for returning the form.

If you require Assistive Technology Package 2 you will get the computer, internet access, service and support, and the tailored Assistive Technology that your child needs. 

This is a fantastic opportunity and we really hope your application is successful.   If you need any help or would just like to look at the available information before going ahead please feel free to pop into the hall for a chat or look at the leaflets and posters.

Yours sincerely

Sam Munslow   ICT co-ordinator

