St. George’s Primary School

CLARENCE ROAD, PORTLAND
DORSET DT5 2BD
Headteacher:  MR T S JAMESON

Email: office@stgeorgesportland.dorset.sch.uk                                   TEL:   01305 820520



www.stgeorgesportland.dorset.sch.uk     
                                              FAX:  01305 823947


11th January 2010 
Dear Parents

Welcome back to school at the beginning of a new term.  I wish you all a happy new year, and earnestly hope that the weather improves as soon as possible.

Below are listed some dates of interest to take us through the term, and attached are the remaining term dates for the rest of this academic year and a calendar of agreed dates for next year.

ATTENDANCE

May I take this opportunity to remind parents and carers of the need for children to attend school regularly and consistently.  During last term only 51 children (12.4%) attended every day.  19 children had attendance rates below 80%, and are categorised as Persistent Absentees.

Our overall attendance rate is below the national average and well below the Dorset average.  Our Persistent Absentee rate is much higher than the national average.  Children in this group miss an average of 1 day each week, or during their time at school up to GCSE over 2 years in total.  The impact of poor attendance on progress and attainment is devastating.

I would urge you all to make every effort to see your child attends school regularly.  Of course illness accounts for around half of all absences, but school needs to be informed if your child is unwell.  Additionally, all children need to arrive promptly in the morning at 8.45am to avoid being marked late.

For all other absences we have a new Leave of Absence Request Form, available at the school office.  If your child has a poor attendance record, such requests may be denied.

I thank you in anticipation of your cooperation and look forward to a marked improvement in our attendance rates in the future.

HEAD LICE

A reminder is timely for you to be on your guard by inspecting your children’s hair for nits and head lice and treating as necessary.
The problem will never fully go away but with vigilance we can reduce it to the benefit of all.  For further advice contact your pharmacy or G.P.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Jan
18

After school clubs begin


21

School fire drill (held termly)

Feb
  3

Meeting of School Governors – 4.00pm


  8-26

‘Creative Fortnight’ in school




Details of what is being planned will be sent home soon.


  9

M & M Productions of ‘The Hunchback of Notre Dame’ in school


10

Year 6 trip to Bovington Tank Museum


12

Staff Training Day (school closed) followed by

15-19

HALF TERM WEEK

Mar
  1

Year 6 Heights and Weights measurements


  3

Year 6 trip to Nothe Fort


17

Meeting of School Governors


18

Year 4 trip to London – details to follow


19

Year 3 trip to New Barn Farm – details to follow




After school clubs end


20

Swimming Gala (Years 4/5/6) details to follow


23-24

Parent Consultation Evenings 4 – 7pm, appointment information to follow

Apr
  1

Last day of term – School ends at 2.30pm


19

First day of Summer Term

May
31 – Jun 4
HALF TERM WEEK

Jul 
23

Last day of Summer Term – School ends at 2.30pm
Term Dates for Academic Year 2010-2011
Autumn Term 2010 

           
Monday  
  
6   September







Friday         
  
17   December

Half Term
2010

        

Monday          
25 October







Friday             
29 October

Spring Term 2011

          

Tuesday           
4 January







Friday

         
8 April

Half Term 
2011

        

Monday         
21 February







Friday           

25 February

Summer Term 2011

        

Tuesday       

26 April







Friday
           
22 July

Half Term
2011



Monday        

30  May







Friday          
 
3  June

( ALL DATES INCLUSIVE)

* N.B.  In addition the training days are as follows:





Friday     

22 October 2010



Friday


18 February 2011

Yours sincerely

Mr T Jameson
