St. George’s Primary School
CLARENCE ROAD, PORTLAND
DORSET DT5 2BD
Headteacher:  MR T S JAMESON
Email: office@stgeorgesportland.dorset.sch.uk                                   TEL:   01305 820520



www.stgeorgesportland.dorset.sch.uk     
                                              FAX:  01305 823947


5th September 2008 
Dear Parents

PORTLAND ACADEMY PROPOSAL

You will doubtless be aware that at Dorset County Council’s Cabinet meeting on 9th July 2008 the proposal to establish a Portland Academy was discussed.  It was agreed by D.C.C. to make an expression of interest to central government, which effectively moves the proposal forward to a feasibility and consultation stage, which could take 6 – 9 months at a cost of around £850,000.  This is paid for by central government.

The purpose of this letter is to make clear to you the position of St. George’s regarding the proposal.  We have written to the government and Dorset County Council expressing our grave concerns over establishing an academy, which would be outside the local control of D.C.C.  The idea is ill-conceived and inappropriate to the needs of Portland children.  The case for an academy is not sufficiently compelling in educational or social terms and does not offer value for money.

The outline business plan for the academy indicates that of the £50 million or so needed, central government might fund the secondary capital element and half the primary capital element, leaving Dorset to find around £10 million.  This would have to be done without taking funding away from other Dorset Primary schools.  The proposal outlines how this could be achieved by selling off existing school sites and co-locating St. George’s on the former Independent Quarry site along with Royal Manor Arts College and Grove Infants School.
The Governing Body of St. George’s have consistently stated their opposition to this proposal.  Staff have twice voted against being part of an academy.  We feel that the proposal will deny choice of schooling to Portland parents, and will be placing children in the middle of a huge educational experiment with no guaranteed benefits.

Furthermore, the current site of St. George’s offers a superb educational base.  It is large, level and in the middle of our catchment area.  To move the school to co-locate in a former quarry makes no sense to us at all.

I am sure that as the feasibility study progresses you will hear more and more about the details of the proposal and be consulted on your views.  In the meantime be reassured that St. George’s continues to make excellent progress, and that we shall always seek to act in the best interests of our children.  Our development plans for 2008 – 2010 maintain the focus on raising standards and working in partnership with our pre-school providers to establish a full service school.  We are also investigating alternative proposals to an academy which would secure St. George’s Primary School its current position.

In the meantime we will continue to keep a watching brief as the study progresses.

If you have any specific concerns or questions please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely

Mr T Jameson
